FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
divine spite. It was really a matter of necessity
and of course. For it is, after all, a condition to
be imposed on all prophets of evil, and unless
they submit to it, they cannot prophesy truly.
Apollo himself was in the same position with
regard to his father Zeus. If he had not been
content merely to foresee the consequences of
the latter's policy, but had rashly pointed them
out> and been believed, he would have interfered
seriously with the course of events. He would
have trenched on Zeus's prerogatives, and would
have become the real director of his policy. For
in that case, whenever the consequences Apollo
foresaw were bad, Zeus would have evaded them
by altering his plans. And then, of course, the
aforesaid consequences would not have come
about Apollo, therefore, though becoming an
essential ingredient in Divine Providence, would
have been a false prophet.
It is clear, therefore, that a prophet who values
his reputation has a choice only between two
alternatives* He must either be content to foresee
and say nothing about it to anyone, cultivating
his purely theoretic knowledge without a thought